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21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven.  

22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?’  

23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.’  

  

  

This handout can be downloaded in PDF format from: (www.teamagee.com/class) 

The Sermon on the Mount ends with 
four warnings offered in pairs: 

 
(1) Two Gates / Ways (13-14) 
(2) Two Trees (15-20) 
(3) Two Claims (21-23) 
(4) Two Foundations (24-27) 

 
All deal with: 
 

• Kingdom of Heaven 
• Righteousness 
• A Choice 
• Eternal Judgment 

 

Compare with  
Luke 6:46 
John 13:12–16 

Two Claims 
 

Lord, Lord 
 
*Claim could mean “teacher” 
or “sir” from the disciples 
in the current context. 
 
*Jesus is claiming more, 
since his “name” becomes 
the focus of kingdom 
activity; and he alone 
decrees who does or does 
not enter the kingdom (vv. 
22–23). Thus the warning 
and rebuke would take on 
added force when early 
Christians read the passage 
from a post resurrection 
perspective. 
 

Questions for Discussion: 

(1) Is there anything wrong with saying “Lord, Lord?” 

 

(2) What is the distinction between the two claims? (Mat 25:31-46; Jam 2:14-26) 

 

(3) What is key characteristic Jesus is emphasizing of those who are the true 
subjects in the kingdom of heaven? 

 

(4) How do we reconcile the teaching of Paul regarding “works” with these of Jesus 
regarding entry into the kingdom of heaven? (Rom 3:19-20; Eph 2:1-10) 

 

(5) What will happen to those whose claim is not backed with action? 

 

(1) With Words 
 

(2) With Action 
 

If we say that the 
previous section (15-
20) dealt with “false 

prophets,” we might 
conclude that this 
section deals with 
“false followers.” 

 

That Day 
 
*Day of Judgment 
 
-Mal 3:17–18; 
-1En 45:3; 
-Mat 25:31–46; 
-Luk 10:12; 
-2Th 1:7–10; 
-2Ti 1:12; 4:8; 
-Rev 16:14 

 
 

 

Depart 
 
*Ps 6:8; Lk 13:22-30 
 
*Opposite of what 
happens in Christ 
 
-Rom 5:1; Eph 2:11-22 
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Compare	With	
	
Luke	6:46	(ESV)		

46	“Why	do	you	call	me	‘Lord,	Lord,’	and	not	do	what	I	tell	you?		
	
John	13:12–16	(ESV)		

12	When	he	had	washed	their	feet	and	put	on	his	outer	garments	and	resumed	his	place,	he	
said	to	them,	“Do	you	understand	what	I	have	done	to	you?	13	You	call	me	Teacher	and	Lord,	
and	you	are	right,	for	so	I	am.	14	If	I	then,	your	Lord	and	Teacher,	have	washed	your	feet,	you	
also	ought	to	wash	one	another’s	feet.	15	For	I	have	given	you	an	example,	that	you	also	should	
do	just	as	I	have	done	to	you.	16	Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	a	servant	is	not	greater	than	his	master,	
nor	is	a	messenger	greater	than	the	one	who	sent	him.		
	
Previous	Section	(False	Prophets)	
	
Matthew	7:15–20	(ESV)		

15	“Beware	of	false	prophets,	who	come	to	you	in	sheep’s	clothing	but	inwardly	are	ravenous	
wolves.	16	You	will	recognize	them	by	their	fruits.	Are	grapes	gathered	from	thornbushes,	or	figs	
from	thistles?	17	So,	every	healthy	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	the	diseased	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	
A	healthy	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	nor	can	a	diseased	tree	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	that	
does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus	you	will	recognize	them	by	
their	fruits.		
	
That	Day	
	
Malachi	3:17–18	(ESV)		
17	“They	shall	be	mine,	says	the	LORD	of	hosts,	in	the	day	when	I	make	up	my	treasured	
possession,	and	I	will	spare	them	as	a	man	spares	his	son	who	serves	him.	18	Then	once	more	
you	shall	see	the	distinction	between	the	righteous	and	the	wicked,	between	one	who	serves	
God	and	one	who	does	not	serve	him.		
	
Luke	10:12	(ESV)		
12	I	tell	you,	it	will	be	more	bearable	on	that	day	for	Sodom	than	for	that	town.		
	
2	Thessalonians	1:7–10	(ESV)		
7	and	to	grant	relief	to	you	who	are	afflicted	as	well	as	to	us,	when	the	Lord	Jesus	is	revealed	
from	heaven	with	his	mighty	angels	8	in	flaming	fire,	inflicting	vengeance	on	those	who	do	not	
know	God	and	on	those	who	do	not	obey	the	gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus.	9	They	will	suffer	the	
punishment	of	eternal	destruction,	away	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	and	from	the	glory	of	his	
might,	10	when	he	comes	on	that	day	to	be	glorified	in	his	saints,	and	to	be	marveled	at	among	
all	who	have	believed,	because	our	testimony	to	you	was	believed.		
	
2	Timothy	1:12	(ESV)		
12	which	is	why	I	suffer	as	I	do.	But	I	am	not	ashamed,	for	I	know	whom	I	have	believed,	and	I	am	
convinced	that	he	is	able	to	guard	until	that	Day	what	has	been	entrusted	to	me.		
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2	Timothy	4:8	(ESV)		
8	Henceforth	there	is	laid	up	for	me	the	crown	of	righteousness,	which	the	Lord,	the	righteous	
judge,	will	award	to	me	on	that	Day,	and	not	only	to	me	but	also	to	all	who	have	loved	his	
appearing.		
	
Revelation	16:14	(ESV)		
14	For	they	are	demonic	spirits,	performing	signs,	who	go	abroad	to	the	kings	of	the	whole	world,	
to	assemble	them	for	battle	on	the	great	day	of	God	the	Almighty.		
	
Matthew	25:31–46	(ESV)		

31	“When	the	Son	of	Man	comes	in	his	glory,	and	all	the	angels	with	him,	then	he	will	sit	on	his	
glorious	throne.	32	Before	him	will	be	gathered	all	the	nations,	and	he	will	separate	people	one	
from	another	as	a	shepherd	separates	the	sheep	from	the	goats.	33	And	he	will	place	the	sheep	
on	his	right,	but	the	goats	on	the	left.	34	Then	the	King	will	say	to	those	on	his	right,	‘Come,	you	
who	are	blessed	by	my	Father,	inherit	the	kingdom	prepared	for	you	from	the	foundation	of	the	
world.	35	For	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	me	food,	I	was	thirsty	and	you	gave	me	drink,	I	was	a	
stranger	and	you	welcomed	me,	36	I	was	naked	and	you	clothed	me,	I	was	sick	and	you	visited	
me,	I	was	in	prison	and	you	came	to	me.’	37	Then	the	righteous	will	answer	him,	saying,	‘Lord,	
when	did	we	see	you	hungry	and	feed	you,	or	thirsty	and	give	you	drink?	38	And	when	did	we	see	
you	a	stranger	and	welcome	you,	or	naked	and	clothe	you?	39	And	when	did	we	see	you	sick	or	
in	prison	and	visit	you?’	40	And	the	King	will	answer	them,	‘Truly,	I	say	to	you,	as	you	did	it	to	one	
of	the	least	of	these	my	brothers,	you	did	it	to	me.’		

41	“Then	he	will	say	to	those	on	his	left,	‘Depart	from	me,	you	cursed,	into	the	eternal	fire	
prepared	for	the	devil	and	his	angels.	42	For	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	me	no	food,	I	was	thirsty	
and	you	gave	me	no	drink,	43	I	was	a	stranger	and	you	did	not	welcome	me,	naked	and	you	did	
not	clothe	me,	sick	and	in	prison	and	you	did	not	visit	me.’	44	Then	they	also	will	answer,	saying,	
‘Lord,	when	did	we	see	you	hungry	or	thirsty	or	a	stranger	or	naked	or	sick	or	in	prison,	and	did	
not	minister	to	you?’	45	Then	he	will	answer	them,	saying,	‘Truly,	I	say	to	you,	as	you	did	not	do	it	
to	one	of	the	least	of	these,	you	did	not	do	it	to	me.’	46	And	these	will	go	away	into	eternal	
punishment,	but	the	righteous	into	eternal	life.”		
	
Depart	
	
Psalm	6:8	(ESV)		
8	Depart	from	me,	all	you	workers	of	evil,		

for	the	LORD	has	heard	the	sound	of	my	weeping.		
	
Luke	13:22–30	(ESV)		

22	He	went	on	his	way	through	towns	and	villages,	teaching	and	journeying	toward	Jerusalem.	
23	And	someone	said	to	him,	“Lord,	will	those	who	are	saved	be	few?”	And	he	said	to	them,	24	
“Strive	to	enter	through	the	narrow	door.	For	many,	I	tell	you,	will	seek	to	enter	and	will	not	be	
able.	25	When	once	the	master	of	the	house	has	risen	and	shut	the	door,	and	you	begin	to	stand	
outside	and	to	knock	at	the	door,	saying,	‘Lord,	open	to	us,’	then	he	will	answer	you,	‘I	do	not	
know	where	you	come	from.’	26	Then	you	will	begin	to	say,	‘We	ate	and	drank	in	your	presence,	
and	you	taught	in	our	streets.’	27	But	he	will	say,	‘I	tell	you,	I	do	not	know	where	you	come	from.	
Depart	from	me,	all	you	workers	of	evil!’	28	In	that	place	there	will	be	weeping	and	gnashing	of	
teeth,	when	you	see	Abraham	and	Isaac	and	Jacob	and	all	the	prophets	in	the	kingdom	of	God	
but	you	yourselves	cast	out.	29	And	people	will	come	from	east	and	west,	and	from	north	and	
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south,	and	recline	at	table	in	the	kingdom	of	God.	30	And	behold,	some	are	last	who	will	be	first,	
and	some	are	first	who	will	be	last.”		
	
Romans	5:1	(ESV)		
1	Therefore,	since	we	have	been	justified	by	faith,	we	have	peace	with	God	through	our	Lord	
Jesus	Christ.		
	
Ephesians	2:11–22	(ESV)		
11	Therefore	remember	that	at	one	time	you	Gentiles	in	the	flesh,	called	“the	uncircumcision”	by	
what	is	called	the	circumcision,	which	is	made	in	the	flesh	by	hands—	12	remember	that	you	
were	at	that	time	separated	from	Christ,	alienated	from	the	commonwealth	of	Israel	and	
strangers	to	the	covenants	of	promise,	having	no	hope	and	without	God	in	the	world.	13	But	now	
in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once	were	far	off	have	been	brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.	14	For	
he	himself	is	our	peace,	who	has	made	us	both	one	and	has	broken	down	in	his	flesh	the	
dividing	wall	of	hostility	15	by	abolishing	the	law	of	commandments	expressed	in	ordinances,	
that	he	might	create	in	himself	one	new	man	in	place	of	the	two,	so	making	peace,	16	and	might	
reconcile	us	both	to	God	in	one	body	through	the	cross,	thereby	killing	the	hostility.	17	And	he	
came	and	preached	peace	to	you	who	were	far	off	and	peace	to	those	who	were	near.	18	For	
through	him	we	both	have	access	in	one	Spirit	to	the	Father.	19	So	then	you	are	no	longer	
strangers	and	aliens,	but	you	are	fellow	citizens	with	the	saints	and	members	of	the	household	
of	God,	20	built	on	the	foundation	of	the	apostles	and	prophets,	Christ	Jesus	himself	being	the	
cornerstone,	21	in	whom	the	whole	structure,	being	joined	together,	grows	into	a	holy	temple	in	
the	Lord.	22	In	him	you	also	are	being	built	together	into	a	dwelling	place	for	God	by	the	Spirit.		
	
Works	
	
Romans	3:19–20	(ESV)		
19	Now	we	know	that	whatever	the	law	says	it	speaks	to	those	who	are	under	the	law,	so	that	
every	mouth	may	be	stopped,	and	the	whole	world	may	be	held	accountable	to	God.	20	For	by	
works	of	the	law	no	human	being	will	be	justified	in	his	sight,	since	through	the	law	comes	
knowledge	of	sin.		
	
Ephesians	2:1–10	(ESV)		
1	And	you	were	dead	in	the	trespasses	and	sins	2	in	which	you	once	walked,	following	the	course	
of	this	world,	following	the	prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	that	is	now	at	work	in	the	
sons	of	disobedience—	3	among	whom	we	all	once	lived	in	the	passions	of	our	flesh,	carrying	out	
the	desires	of	the	body	and	the	mind,	and	were	by	nature	children	of	wrath,	like	the	rest	of	
mankind.	4	But	God,	being	rich	in	mercy,	because	of	the	great	love	with	which	he	loved	us,	5	
even	when	we	were	dead	in	our	trespasses,	made	us	alive	together	with	Christ—by	grace	you	
have	been	saved—	6	and	raised	us	up	with	him	and	seated	us	with	him	in	the	heavenly	places	in	
Christ	Jesus,	7	so	that	in	the	coming	ages	he	might	show	the	immeasurable	riches	of	his	grace	in	
kindness	toward	us	in	Christ	Jesus.	8	For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	
not	your	own	doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	9	not	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.	10	For	
we	are	his	workmanship,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	good	works,	which	God	prepared	
beforehand,	that	we	should	walk	in	them.		
	
James	2:14–26	(ESV)		

14	What	good	is	it,	my	brothers,	if	someone	says	he	has	faith	but	does	not	have	works?	Can	
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that	faith	save	him?	15	If	a	brother	or	sister	is	poorly	clothed	and	lacking	in	daily	food,	16	and	one	
of	you	says	to	them,	“Go	in	peace,	be	warmed	and	filled,”	without	giving	them	the	things	
needed	for	the	body,	what	good	is	that?	17	So	also	faith	by	itself,	if	it	does	not	have	works,	is	
dead.		

18	But	someone	will	say,	“You	have	faith	and	I	have	works.”	Show	me	your	faith	apart	from	
your	works,	and	I	will	show	you	my	faith	by	my	works.	19	You	believe	that	God	is	one;	you	do	
well.	Even	the	demons	believe—and	shudder!	20	Do	you	want	to	be	shown,	you	foolish	person,	
that	faith	apart	from	works	is	useless?	21	Was	not	Abraham	our	father	justified	by	works	when	
he	offered	up	his	son	Isaac	on	the	altar?	22	You	see	that	faith	was	active	along	with	his	works,	
and	faith	was	completed	by	his	works;	23	and	the	Scripture	was	fulfilled	that	says,	“Abraham	
believed	God,	and	it	was	counted	to	him	as	righteousness”—and	he	was	called	a	friend	of	God.	
24	You	see	that	a	person	is	justified	by	works	and	not	by	faith	alone.	25	And	in	the	same	way	was	
not	also	Rahab	the	prostitute	justified	by	works	when	she	received	the	messengers	and	sent	
them	out	by	another	way?	26	For	as	the	body	apart	from	the	spirit	is	dead,	so	also	faith	apart	
from	works	is	dead.		
	


